
Inquiry topic: LITERACY

EDTE 501

Janelle Ten Have  

What is literacy?
 Literacy, to me, has always been so intriguing. The thought that we can process 

our thoughts through writing, and not only the verbal.  When the words seem to simply 

escape our minds before they exit from our mouths, writing can provide such a power 

and grace to the person trying to portray any sort of information. It gives time to 

process information, elaborate, and convey exactly how one is feeling in that moment. 

Grammar, sentence structure, and fluidity in any form of literature are my jam. There are 

few things I adore as much as a well written piece of work. 

 Literacy does not comprise solely of written works, it encompasses a great deal, 

which surely also includes literature. While I am certain that there are some who may 

prefer reading over writing, or vice versa, these two really do go hand in hand. They 

work alongside each other, and arguably help better one another. If there is an adult or 

a child who struggles with writing, they can improve their skills in this area by grasping 

further knowledge of literature. This can expand vocabulary, improve spelling, and 
provide new ideas for the writer to explore. 

https://janelleraeth.wordpress.com/2018/01/20/what-is-literacy/


 The library was a sort of saving grace for me, as I knew that I was always 

welcomed there, and it gave me a place to escape the chaotic and refocus. It 

brought comfort to me, and through this, my intrigue into the world of literature grew 

into a passion that I still hold dear to me to this day. This, in fact, sparked enough of an 

interest in me, that I am now pursuing a career with the end goal of becoming an 

elementary school librarian, so I can help create this safe place for students to come 

and explore their own paths. 

The power of literacy:

 I cannot fathom what life would be like without literacy. It is something that 

comes so easily to me, and I live my day to day life taking for granted this incredible 

privilege I was blessed with. For some, this is a daily struggle. We are surrounded by 

words, that we have the option to glance at and read, or not, but it is at our leisure and 

our choosing, because we, for the most part, have the ability to read and write. I can 

only imagine sitting down and having a book in German, per se, put in front of me, and 

told that I need to read it. What would I do? I was never taught German, I was not 

given that opportunity, how could I be expected to be remotely literate in this 

language? 

 This is a skill I was seemingly unaware that everyone did not receive, as I was 

surrounded by individuals who were given the same opportunities as I. It’s rather difficult 

to wrap my mind around the idea of not knowing what I know now, because it’s all I’ve 
ever known. If I am able to help others, in my life now and my future career, pursue any 

sort of passion in this area or further develop their skills, I will be so content. I would love 

to see the world love and admire the beauty of words, just as I do. 

What does implementing literacy look like to me?
 It’s one thing to have a personal passion for literacy, but how will I spike a similar 

interest in my students? I can’t just stand at the front of the class and tell them why it’s 

important to read and write, and how much more FUN life is when this passion drives the 

will. 

https://janelleraeth.wordpress.com/2018/01/27/what-does-implementing-literacy-look-like-to-me/


 Once I reach my inevitable goal of being a teacher librarian, I believe it will be 

easier to encourage the students by showing them how great literacy can be! For the 

younger grades, I will be able to chose a book for their select class, tailored to their 
interests, and to current events happening in the city or in our school. For the older 

grades, I will be their resource for finding information they are searching for. I will be 

able to talk to each of them, and help them find the answers they are in search of. This 

is so exciting to me! 

 Before any of that is possible, the students need to learn HOW to read and write. 

This learning of this starts in the classroom. From an early age, the students will begin 

with activities to learn to read and write the alphabet. From here, they will start to build 

and recognize words. By using natural resources, like flat rocks, and writing or painting 

on letters, this is really ideal for them to start creating their own words. Start with simple 

things, like their name, and continue to grow deeper into this, by helping them create 

or recognize words like “cat” and “dog”.      

 This is a great and simple way to work on words. This can be adapted to many 
levels, its just handy for them to be able to touch and move the letters around. Also, this 

way, if they make a mistake, they won’t feel stuck, they can just move the letters 
around and start over! 



Resources:

-http://www.dictionary.com 

I found the definitions of “literacy” and “literature”, that I used to support my first blog 

post. 

-https://youtu.be/83DO0POacCE 

This man in the video was visually frustrated and terribly upset that he could not read 

the book his son worked so hard on. How could he share in the joy, if he did not have a 

concept as to what was written? There are various possible reasons as to why he was 

not taught literary at an early age, that we are unaware of. Regardless of situations and 

circumstances that may have occurred in his life, he had a goal and through countless 

hours and dedication, he was able to achieve this goal. 

-photo.php 

This is where I found the imagine of the letters painted on to flat rocks, to demonstrate 

one way to use this strategy. 

-sight-word-play-outdoors.html 

This image shows another example of how the natural resources can be used in the 

classroom, this example is about creating and recognizing sight words! 

-https://www.pinterest.ca/search/pins/?
q=early%20literacy&rs=typed&term_meta[]=early%7Ctyped&term_meta[]=literacy%7Ct
yped 
There are endless ideas on Pinterest, to find exciting ways to implement these types of 

activities. Hands on activities are so great for the littles!! I plan on continuing to use this 

site to find ways to find practical and intriguing ways to incorporate literacy into my 

teaching! 

-https://www.obamaeagle.org/news/2017/11/28/obama-library-boasts-hundreds-of-
new-book-titles/ 
I used this site to pull an imagine to add colour and depth to my handout. It gives the 

feel that you are in a library, to get you in the literacy mood, prior to reading my blog 

posts! 

http://www.dictionary.com
https://youtu.be/83DO0POacCE
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=534362529981971&set=a.534362423315315.1073742071.364495553635337&type=1&theater
https://www.obamaeagle.org/news/2017/11/28/obama-library-boasts-hundreds-of-new-book-titles/
https://www.obamaeagle.org/news/2017/11/28/obama-library-boasts-hundreds-of-new-book-titles/
https://www.obamaeagle.org/news/2017/11/28/obama-library-boasts-hundreds-of-new-book-titles/

